Newspaper Clips

January 18, 2016

Deccan Herald ND 18/01/2016

-07

OCl sptudents

can Sit
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Some II'Ts, NI'Ts admitted
students based on JEE tests

NEW DELHI: The CBSE has
clarified on confusion on
whether the students with
overseas citizens of India
(OCI) status are eligible for
admissions to centrally
funded technical institutions
through joint entrance ex-
amination (JEE) or not.

While many students with
OCI status were barred from
taking the JEE-Main conduct-
ed for admissions to IITs, NITs
and other institutions, the
board in reply to questions
asked under right to informa-
tion Act has categorically stat-
ed that it never restricted any
of these candidates from taking
the test.

The board has also stated in
response to the RTT application
that there wasno restriction on
the OCI students to submit ap-
plications JEE-Main and ap-
pear in the nationwide test.

Contrary to its reply sought
under the RTI, theinformation
bulletin of the JEE-2016 cate-
gorically mentioned that the
OCI students were not eligible
for admissions to CFTIs
through this test.

“The central board of sec-
ondary education (CBSE) has
not restricted the wards of
OClIs/ PIOs from submitting
application for JEE Main and
appearing for the examination.
There was no restriction on the
wards of the OClIs/P10s to sub-
mit application for JEE Main
and appearin earlier examina-
tions of JEE Main 2013, 2014

and 2015,” the board said.

To a question on whether the
OClIstudents were admitted to
NITs and IITs through JEE
conducted so far, the board
conveniently drew its hands off,
maintaining that it’'s mandate
was limited to holding the en-
trance test only.

While the information bul-
letin of the JEE-Main 2016 cat-
egorically mentions that the
OCI students are not eligible
for admissions to centrally
funded technical institutions,
the CBSE in response to an RTI
application has clarified that it
never restricted these candi-
dates from taking the test. “The
CBSE does not collect the in-
formation regarding the ad-
missions in various institutes,”
the board said in its reply.

On the other hand, some of
the IITs and NITs say that they
have admitted OCI students on
the basis of their performance
in JEE Main and JEE-Advance.
But, these students were ad-
mitted under the category of
foreign students and levied
non-subsidised academic fee.

“The OCI students can take
JEE but they will be admitted
as foreign students based on
their performance in the na-
tionwide test. These students
are not treated at par with In-
dian students. Subsidised edu-
cation is only available to Indi-
an students. We see passport
and admit as per rules,” IIT-
Bombay Director Devang K
Khakar told Deccan Herald.
DH News Service
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Aptitude test may replace JEE Mains

NEW DELHI: Students aspiring
to get admission to IITs, NITs
and other technical institutes
will have to first clear a national
aptitude test, most probably
from the next year, with the
Centre giving a final shape to
suggestions for bringing in
changes in the current format
of the joint entrance examina-
tion (JEE).

The JEE, which is being con-
ducted for the last few years in
two parts —JEE-Main and
JEE-Advance— will be sub-
sumed into a single entrance
examination as the proposed
national aptitude test will serve
as the first layer of filtering to

shortlist a good number of can-
didates for the next level of test.

“The JEE-Main will be re-
placed by the national aptitude
test,” official sources told Dec-
can Herald.

Candidates will be allotted
seats by all the premier techni-
cal institutes IITs, ISM and
NITs on the basis of their scores
in the entrance test (JEE) to
be conducted for those short-
listed from the national apti-
tude test.

Recognised engineering col-
leges operating in the states,
which have been accepting the
JEE scores, will also admit stu-
dents based on their ranking

in all India merit list of the final
test, which is expected toretain
its name as JEE-Advance.

First-level filter
“Performance of students in
the national aptitude test
would not make them eligible
for admissions to NITs, IITs or
any other technical institutes.
It will only serve as the first lay-
er of filtering of students for
shortlisting of those to be tak-
ing the final test to be held for
admissions to all centrally-
funded technical institutions
and those accepting the test
scores,” sources added.
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The proposed national apti-
tude test will be held on the lines
of SAT conducted in the United
States for admissions to col-
leges. It will basically be an as-
sessment of students’ aptitude
for engineering as well as other
qualities, skills and traits they
POSSess.

The questions to be asked in
the proposed aptitude test will
include those on logical reason-
ing and graphical analysis,
among others.

The students’ knowledge in
Physics, Chemistry and Mathe-
matics will be tested through
the second part of the entrance
examination, which will be con-
ducted in coordination with the
IITs and the NITs, sources said.
“The proposal to setup national
testing agency will be placed be-
fore the Union Cabinet for its
approval. The ministryis aiming
to roll out the new format of
JEE from 2017,” sources added.

The ministry is going ahead
with its proposal to bring
changes in the JEE following
recommendations of acommit-
tee headed by IIT-Roorkee
Chairman Ashok Mishra.

The panel of experts, which
was assigned to examine the de-
mand of the NITs of doing away
with the system of giving weigh-
tage to class XII board marksin
JEE Main and suggest meas-
ures, recommended subsuming
of two part JEE into oneand in-
troduction of an aptitude test,
not only to reduce the depend-
ence of students on coaching in-
stitutes but also to get quality
students.

DH News Service
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Barack Obama to honour T Kanpur alumnus Dr Rakesh
Jain with National Medal of Science

http://www.catchnews.com/social-sector/us-president-obama-to-present-national-medal-of-science-to-indian-
american-1453099977.html

News Agencies
|18 January 2016

President Barack Obama will present the prestigious National Medal of Science to an Indian-American scientist
on January 22 for his outstanding contribution to science.

Dr Rakesh K Jain is among 17 scientists, engineers, mathematicians and innovators who will be awarded by
Obama at a White House ceremony.

The Medal of Science - awarded annually - recognises individuals who have made outstanding contributions to
science, engineering, and mathematics.

Jain, an IIT-Kanpur alumnus, is professor of tumor biology at Massachusetts General Hospital in the Harvard
Medical School.


http://www.catchnews.com/social-sector/us-president-obama-to-present-national-medal-of-science-to-indian-american-1453099977.html
http://www.catchnews.com/social-sector/us-president-obama-to-present-national-medal-of-science-to-indian-american-1453099977.html
http://www.catchnews.com/author/news-agencies-1438251275.html
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ShashwatiShankar
&Payal Ganguly

Mumbai | Hyderabad: 21-year-
old Aditya Nayak (name changed),
aformerlIIT-Bstudentand founder
of an ATstartupincubated by SINE
(Society for Innovation and Entre-
preneurship) is one of the many
student-entrepreneurs who find
academic incubators lacking tech-
nical expertise and mentorship
crucial for early-stage startups.
“It’s not enough to provide wor-
king space for a subsidised fee and
leave it at that. In the early stages
weneed helpfiguring outan appro-
priate business model and ensu-

Deccan Herald ND 18/01/2016

MORE SPACE TO GROW
The Startup India Action
Planaimstosetup
35new incubators
based onthe PPP model

ring we don’t experience quick
cash burns that send us crashing
in a fewmonths,” said Nayak. Tur-
ning to a private incubator after
his experience at SINE, Nayak’s
startup has been able to pivot to a
stronger business model. The Star-
tup India Action Plan which was
unveiled by PM Modiaimstosetup

P-06

35 new incubators based on the
public private partnership (PPP)
model. A step in reinforcing the
growing startup ecosystem in In-
dia, investors and firms alike hold
the view that government funding
within the ecosystem is a welcome
sign, but running incubators sho-
uld be left to the private sector.

“The reform in startup policies
indicates we are moving in the
right direction. However, private
incubators are better in technical
knowledge and mentoring,” said
Dr Apoorv Ranjan, founder, Ventu-
reCatalysts. Ranjan adds that PPP
model can accelerate the growth of
the incubator industry which will
impact economy growth.

SEEING RATIONALLY Instead of existing in

a vacuum, higher education should dialogue
with society in terms of emergent political,
social and economic developments from time
to time, asserts Gaana Jayagopalan Nair

that threaten democratic ideals in so-

ciety highlight the absence of free
speech and expression in democracy.
However, the need to be sensitive to reli-
gious sentiments is necessary for civil so-
ciety to coexist harmoniously. This brings
us to the debate between religious funda-
mentalism and secularism in the country
which plays out in newspaper editorials,
political speeches, social media and reli-
gious and other social fora. Apart from
such platforms, universities need to sen-
sitise their students to debates of such na-
ture in their classrooms.

Recently, the controversial French mag-
azine Charlie Hebdo, in September 2015
published the caricature of Jesus walking
on water while “leaving the Muslims” to
drown. This caricature attempted to satir-
ically suggest ‘Christian’ Europe’s ‘apa-
thetic’attitude towards the pre-dominant-
ly Muslim refugee crisis which emanates
from West Asia and North Alfrica. This

oday, the radical aspects of religion

would be an ideal example to explain the
distinction between secularism and reli-
gious fundamentalism in emergent socio-
political developments across the globe.

Creative writings that represent aspects
of religion and belief systemsin an alleged-
ly sacrilegious manner in the spirit of sec-
ularism are not to be reduced to merely a
questionof whois rightand whoiswrong.
One side of the argument is that creative
expression of secularism and religious tol-
erance are integral to freedom of speech
and expression. However, when does po-
litical satire begin to take on colours of in-
tolerance and lack of respect for the other?
In order to deliver the curriculum effec-
tively, such instances have to be discussed
in university class rooms.

Shielded attacks?

In February 2014, the government banned
the Wendy Doniger’s well-researched
work The Hindus: An Alternative History.

The publishing house Penguin Books had
to withdraw copies from the market. This
suggests strong intolerance of the ‘other”
way tolook at a traditional paradigm. Such
writings provide an alternate world view
thatinforms us ()flllt ncud to ru\pgct and
5. While
protests against such alternate views is re-
gressive, to consistently attack religious
beliefs and symbols in the garb of satire is
also sometimes equally dangerous to a
pluralistic understanding and a tolerant
society.

In 2011, Right wing student organisa-
tions in Delhi University pmlcﬁtcd against
the inclusion of A K Rdnmnu_] an's pu)llﬂ

Examples and Three Thoughts on Trans-
lations” from the BA History (Honours)
course. The essay emphasises multiple ver-
sions of the Ramayana that permeate our
culwral ethos and draws attention to such
narratives being presentinother belie
tems like Buddhism and Jainism. Afte
liberations, despite recommendations to
the contrary by many historians, the aca-
demic council of the University decided to
drop the text from the syllabus. Historians
protested against this move.

Earlier, in 2008, Right wing groups had
barged into a History classroom that
taught this text and vandalised the place
asa n..\umn toitsinclusionin the syllabus.
essayisrichin itsresearch to

essay “Three Hundred R Five

assert the diverse versions and variants of
a valuable tradition of Ramayana than a
homogenous text as the legitimate one
which asserts values and belief systems.
The academic nature of such texts provides
scope for teachers and students to share
multiple perspectives into the classroom.
However, the problem arises when a cre-
ative work constructs the ‘sacred’ and in
the process sometimes ridicules and criti-
cises it ‘in a secular vein”. The latter often
invokes the freedom of speech and expres-
sion argument tojustify such creative work.
This manner of rationalisation need not
be looked at purely inits secular spirit.

Higher education should not therefore
exist in a vacuum, but should constantly
dialogue with society in terms of emergent
political, social and economic develop-
ments from time to time. Contemporary
political and social developments around
the world continue to emphasise the sig-
nificance of debates over secularism and
its related democratic ideals. Today, the
global order is troubled by a growing in-
tolerance towards those who are perceived
as the ‘other”. Therefore the importance
to bring these debates into the classroom
space assumes relevance.

So how exactly does an academician in
the higher education space negotiate de-
bates around secularismin the classroom?
Invariably, anacademi sciplinary per-
spectives would shape their modalities of

integral to higher education

critical thinking. Thus, disciplines in the
Humanities and Social Sciences should
ponderover what s satirical or disrespect-
ful. Therefore, the syllabi must introduce
pluralistic notions of what is otherwise
regardedas theonly ‘pure’, ‘sacred’scrip-
tureinaclassroom. Students must be ori-
ented to the pitfalls of simplified interpre-
tations thatadopt a binary approach. Itis
necessary to be cautious not to take sides
either with the religious perspectives
alone or the secular discourses that prop-
agate freedom nfﬁpcccl\ and expression.
Democrac) ssociated with liberal
thought and tolerance of alternate ideas
otherwise it is no different from an au-
thoritarian form of governance. There-
fore it is the job of universities and other
institutions of higher education to ensure
the promotion of liberal thought. The only
way that these temples of learning could
accomplish this objective is to consciously
structure their curriculainamanner that
emphasises plurality. The aim of higher
education is to create responsible individ-
uals who learn to respect and tolerate
each other. Thus students should be able
to identify dominant narratives that are
in circulation which tend to marginalise
others that propose alternate views.

(The writer is assistant professor
of English Studies at Christ University,
Bengaluru)
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MS or MSc? Debate on degree name

Basant Kumar Mohanty

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1160118/jsp/nation/story 64416.ijsp#.VpyTRualhWU

New Delhi, Jan. 17: A notification by the technical education regulator AICTE equating MS (Master of
Science) degrees awarded by 11Ts and NITs with MTech has triggered a debate about an earlier UGC order that
MS can only stand for Master of Surgery.

The UGC in 2014 had barred institutions from using the nomenclatures MS and BS for Master of Science and
Bachelor of Science courses respectively.

The All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) last week said in a notification that MS degrees
awarded by institutions of national importance (INI), such as I1Ts and NITs, are to be treated as equivalent to
MTech if the basic degree is BTech.

"The MS degree shall be considered equivalent to ME/ MTech for all purposes provided MS degree has been
acquired from INI as recognised by MHRD (ministry of human resource development) and the basic degrees
should be BE/ BTech in relevant branch,"” the notification said.

The UGC's notification on Specification of Degrees issued in July 2014 had, on the other hand, said MS stands
for Master of Surgery and MSc is the correct nomenclature for Master of Science. It had asked institutions to
change their BS (Bachelor of Science) and MS nomenclatures to BSc and MSc respectively.

UGC sources argued that MS was the accepted nomenclature for a degree in medicine in India. If MS was used
to stand for Master of Science, it could create confusion.

Under the UGC Act, the UGC with the approval of the government notifies nomenclature of degrees to be
awarded by institutions.

The Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) Bangalore, which was offering BS degrees, changed the nomenclature to
Bachelor of Science (Research). However, the 11Ts contested the UGC's notification arguing that they are
empowered by their respective Acts to design and offer courses.

A parent whose son is studying in the Bachelor of Science (Research) programme at 11Sc Bangalore said that
institute, too, should be allowed to offer BS degrees since the AICTE has accepted MS for Master of Science.

"After this AICTE notification, MS is now a recognised nomenclature for Master of Science. Since MS is
accepted, the BS should be accepted nomenclature for Bachelor of Science,™ he said.

Several parents have written to President Pranab Mukherjee seeking his intervention to restore the BS degree,
he said.

"You have to protect qualified students in premier institutions. Public perception about BSc is poor. These
students in 11Sc have chosen to pursue the courses specially oriented towards research. You cannot equate it
with any other BSc course,"” the parent said.


http://www.telegraphindia.com/1160118/jsp/nation/story_64416.jsp#.VpyTRualhWU
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AICTE chairman Anil Sahasrabudhe said the MS course offered by 11Ts or NITs would be treated as MTech.
"They are centrally funded institutions. For us, their MS signifies MSc which is equivalent to MTech," he said.
After the IITs protested, the HRD ministry had set up a panel headed by the higher education secretary to

suggest a way forward. The committee has held two meetings. It is set to recommend that the ministry ask the
UGC to notify the nomenclatures for innovative programmes and durations prescribed by 11Ts, sources said.



